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Abstract:

This study examines the problem of representing the Islamic Caliphate
within Orientalist discourse, focusing on the conceptual frameworks and
methodological assumptions employed by Orientalist scholars in their



interpretations of the Caliphate as a political and historical institution. Rather
than merely cataloguing Orientalist views, the research seeks to deconstruct the
epistemological foundations that shaped these representations and to reveal the
extent to which they were influenced by broader intellectual and political
contexts.

The study is based on the premise that much of Orientalist scholarship
approached the Islamic Caliphate not as a historically grounded institution
rooted in a distinct religious and legal worldview, but rather through interpretive
models derived from Western political experience. As a result, the Caliphate
was often portrayed through reductionist lenses, such as theocratic rule,
absolutism, or structural despotism. The research argues that such portrayals
were not accidental misunderstandings, but rather the outcome of a conscious
methodological choice that relied on conceptual projection and the
marginalization of the internal Islamic context.

The study further analyzes the mechanisms of representation employed in
Orientalist writings, including selective use of sources, privileging controversial
narratives, and reconfiguring historical events to fit predetermined theoretical
assumptions about Islamic political authority. In contrast, the research re-
examines the concept of the Caliphate through foundational Islamic sources,
taking into account its historical evolution and the diversity of its practical
manifestations, thereby highlighting the gap between the Caliphate as
understood within Islamic tradition and its construction in Orientalist
scholarship.

The study concludes that addressing the conceptual distortions surrounding the
Islamic Caliphate requires a reassessment of comparative historical
methodology, grounded in epistemological rigor and sensitivity to civilizational
context. Such an approach allows for a more balanced and academically sound
understanding of Islamic political history, free from ideological presuppositions,
and contributes to the advancement of critical studies on Islam in contemporary
scholarship.

Keywords:
Islamic Caliphate — Orientalism — Historical Discourse — Representation —
Critical Methodology
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